


fla-this comer, composed of 100 percent
;?_:oc priced at $3 o $]O/square foot,
“and adding as much as $10,000 to
the value of your home is...hardwood. In
another, consisting of fiberboard and a dura-
ble wear layer, priced at $3 to $7/square
foot, but adding less value to your home
is...laminate. And in still another, boasting
elements of pure wood coupled with almost
as much stability of laminate is...engineered
wood. Each has its positive and negative
atiributes. Before ouffilling your home in one
over another, it's imporfant fo undersiand the
differences. Only then can you make a truly
informed decision regarding what material
is right for you. Durability depends more on
the finish one puts on the base wood than the

makeup of the base itself.
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Solid Wood

Solid wood flcors are just thot— 100 perceni solid
wood. Not only are they stunning ond elegani, but
they're also one of the best ways fo increase a home’s
value. In facl, a recent survey of U.S. realtors revecled
that instolling hardwood floors con increase your
home’s value by as much os $10,0001

Wood floors are versaiile—they can complement vir-
tually ony cesthetic—provide acoustic insulotion, and
con be sefinished multiple fimes. They only improve
with age, os solid wood coquires @ desireble shine
over time. Solid wood is among the longest lasting
of oll flcoring types but normally cannot be insialled
direcily over concrete. However, the Hlooring expands
and conirocts due to changes in humidily. The wider
the wood plonk, the more expansion or coniraction
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will occur. Although instollers try to compensate for
this movement by leaving on expansion gop between
the ficor and the woll, most experts agree thot you
may be better off going with engineered wood for
kitchens, bathrooms, or loundry rooms.

Eugineered Wood

Engineered woced has o iop loyer of solid wood,
which varies in thickness, depending upon the qual
ity; the bolonce is high quality loyered hardwood.
They'ze avoilable either unfinished or prefinished in o
range of colors and provide the same design flexibility
and siyie as solid wood; unfortunately, they also conry
the same price log. The better mckes of engineered
wood have a slice cut foce and ore fonger, up to 7
feet in length.
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Although all hardwood floors will expand and
coniract due fo moisture, engineered wood fares
much betier. And while solid wood floors may
expand or contract slighlly with oge, engineered
fioors won't. All things equal, engineered flooring
has a slight advaniage over sclid—porticul ady in
regicns where humidily changes ore @ conslont, as
they're dimensionally stable. In addition, they may
be installed above, on, or even below ground level.

However, unlike solid wood, some engineered
wood floors con only be refinished once or iwice.
Others cannot be refinished ot oll. The deciding
facior is the thickness of the wear loyer. In oddition,
ii's arguable whether engineered woed will increase
the value of your home as much as sclid wood.

Prefinished or Custom

if you decide upon solid or engineered wood,
your next dilemmo is pre-finished or custom.
Prefinished wood arrives ai your home ready fo
install. Custom wood flooring, on the other hand,
is insiolled, sanded or scraped, and finished on
site. It offords homeowners the opportuaity to
create something truly unique—something no
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other homeowner could replicate. With custom
woced flooring, you can areale a oneofakind floor
that reflects your fomily’s personal taste. You pay
for this inimitcbility, of course, but for truly
distinguishing tostes, there’s nothing like cusiom
wood

Laminates

laminales consist of a base, usuclly mdf or hdf
fiberboard, topped with a print and then a wear
layer. They're usually less expensive, and make
excellent doityourselt projects, os they're eosy io
install. Many are insialled by plocing interdock-
ing boards over a layer of foam, which prevenis
buckling in the floor and absorbs sound. lominate
flcors are exiremely durable, scratchresisiant, and
fonglasting.

Laminales cannot be refinished or recoated, add
less value to your home than solid or engineered
wood, and don’t have the same “characler” as
wood. Thanks to a pre-printed pafiern, some of the
boards may oppear identical. But the bestquality
laminates can result in beautiful floors that really do
have the appearance of hardwood flooring.
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And the Winner s ...

On pier and beam construction:

A solid wood floor

On slab construclion:
An engineered wood Hoor

For a quick and inexpensive opiion:
Lominate floors

Cost aside, most experts believe that engineered hard-
wocd is the way io go. However, both solid and laminale
woods have their own positive and negative afiributes.
One thing’s for cerain—there’s nothing quite like the look of
hardwood floors 1o give beauty and distinciion fo a home.
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